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UNICEF 
STATEMENT 
 

Statement by Philippe Cori, UNICEF Regional 
Deputy-Director for South Asia on reports of 
sexual abuse of children in Kasur, Pakistan 
 
KATHMANDU, 11 August 2015 – “Recent reports of children being sexually 
abused over a period of several years in the Kasur district of Pakistan are 
appalling. UNICEF is in contact with the Government authorities to 
understand the full dimension of this crime. Our sympathies are with the 
children who have been victims to this abuse. It is vital that the children and 
families affected are immediately offered the necessary care and protection 
that will prevent further victimization and allow the difficult process of healing 
to begin. 
 
“No child should suffer violence, abuse or exploitation. The horrific crimes in 
Kasur underline how we must all do more to protect children from such 
abuses. 
 
“UNICEF is working closely with the authorities in Pakistan to prevent and 
respond to such issues affecting children, including sexual violence and 
abuse. We welcome efforts in Pakistan to tackle the issue of child abuse – 
including Pakistan signing, along with many other countries, the „We Protect” 
statement of action to end on-line child sexual exploitation. 
 
“UNICEF is ready to expand its work with local and national authorities to 
increase such efforts, so that no child has to suffer these terrible horrors. 
“We hope also that every effort will be made by the Government of Pakistan 
to bring to justice those responsible for these terrible abuses.” 
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About UNICEF 
 
UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. 
Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to 
translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on 
reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all 
children, everywhere. 
  
Visit UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia website at: http://www.unicef.org/rosa/ 
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook 

 
For further information please contact: Kendra Gregson, Regional Advisor, Child 

Protection South Asia Tel: +977 1 4417082, ext 1270, Email: kgregson@unicef.org 
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United Nations 
MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
 

 
International Day of Youth  
12 August 2015 
 
Emerging threats, violent extremism, shifting political conditions, economic 
turmoil and social transformations are combining to heighten the challenges 
facing the world‟s young people. No one knows better than them the issues at 
stake or the best way to respond. That is why I am calling on young people to 
speak out – and I am urging leaders to listen. 
 
As the world changes with unprecedented speed, young people are proving 
to be invaluable partners who can advance meaningful solutions. Youth 
movements and student groups are challenging traditional power structures 
and advocating a new social contract between States and societies. Young 
leaders have contributed fresh ideas, taken proactive measures, and 
mobilized through social media as never before. 
 
I applaud the millions of young people who are protesting for rights and 
participation, addressing staggering levels of youth unemployment, raising 
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their voices against injustice, and advocating global action for people and the 
planet. 
 
In this landmark year, as leaders prepare to adopt a bold new vision for 
sustainable development, the engagement of youth is more valuable than 
ever. At this critical moment in history, I call on young people to demand and 
foster the dramatic progress so urgently needed in our world.  
 
Volunteerism is an ideal way to improve society – and it is open to virtually 
everyone. Youth can also join forces with the United Nations as we move 
from forging the new sustainable development goals to implementing them. 
That spirit of action is embodied in the theme of this International Day: “Youth 
and Civic Engagement.”  
 
I stand with the world‟s young people in calling for measures to secure 
human rights, economic progress, environmental stewardship and social 
inclusion.  
 
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the United Nations Charter and the 
20th anniversary of the World Programme of Action for Youth. In support of 
their aims, my Youth Envoy is helping to mobilize this largest generation of 
young people in history. As he says, youth engagement can help turn the 
world we want into the world we deserve.   
 
Let us all support young people in creating a future where our planet is 
protected and all people live in dignity. 
 

*** 


